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RELATIONS WITH JAPAN.

At an early period of his diplomatic career Li had
occasion to realise that his relations with the envoys
of Japan must be conducted on principles very dif-
ferent from those which served him in dealing with
the   European   Powers.    His   unerring   instinct   in
politics  taught  him,   even   before   1874,   t^ie  vita*
difference between the military adventures of England
and France and the racial and economic forces which
underlie and determine the inevitable expansion of
Japan.   It was in 1874 *bat China first had serious
cause to realise the nascent power and ambitions of
Dai Nippon;   in that year Li Hung-chang thought
it prudent and possible to conceal from the world
China's defenceless  condition  by the  expedient of
buying off the Japanese forces which had invaded
Formosa on the flimsiest of pretests.   In that same
year also he discovered that the devices of evasion
and circumlocution which usually served his pur-
poses in dealing -with Europeans were useless when
applied to the Japanese, themselves pastmasters in
the  arts  and  crafts of Oriental  diplomacy.    The
Japanese   Commissioner^   Soyeshima,   entrusted  by
his Government with the settlement of the Formosa
question, gently but firmly declined to discuss matters
with Li, and insisted on transacting his business with
the Central Government direct.   The Embassy which
subsequently reached Peking did not even trouble
to call on the Viceroy at Tientsin.   Li?s first experi-
ences with the Japanese were sufficiently humiliating
to increase his instinctive dislike and fear of them ;
sufficient to account for his ceaseless efforts of later
years to intimidate them by the advertisement of